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of radium B and he was himself impressed: "That's quite a point",
he remarked.
When Soddy reached England he was full of enthusiasm and gave
a series of public lectures on radioactivity which were fully recorded
in The Electrician and it was feared that these might damage the sale
of Rutherford's book. Soddy also undertook to write a book on
* Radioactivity * and, although he proposed to emphasise the chemical
side of the subject, there was much material which he had obtained
from his colleague at McGill at lectures and otherwise. There is no
doubt that Rutherford felt strongly on this question and he wrote
a firm letter expressing his point of view. It was finally agreed that
Soddy's book should not appear until one or two months after the
publication of Rutherford's.
Soddy freely and frankly acknowledged his debt to Rutherford in
this statement in the preface to his book: "This task could hardly have
been possible but for the training I have received in the subject from
Professor Rutherford/'
It says a good deal for both men that their friendship survived this
strain and that Ruthetford supported Soddy in his subsequent applica-
tions for appointments, in his election as a Fellow of the Royal Society
and for his Nobel Laureate (1921), a$ Soddy gratefully admitted.
On 30 Dec. 1903, the "feature of the day' at the American Association
for the Advancement of Science at St Louis, Missouri, was a lecture
by Rutherford on radium. Flasks of liquid air were sent by special
mail from Washington so that the condensation of the radium emanation
could be shown to a large audience. He successfully showed this
experiment and explained that a pound of the emanation, if it could
be procured, would initially pour out energy at a rate equivalent to
10,000 horse-power. He spoke in a guarded manner of the future
possibilities of radium as a curative agent in special cases of cancer,
and he touched on the prolongation of Hfe on the earth owing to the
heating effect of the radium content.
Early in the year a letter arrived from Prof. J, Larmor, the Secretary
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